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“WO great is the Repugnancy between the Sen- 
timents and Aétions, the Prinicinies and Pur- 
fuits of irreligious Men, that no two Things 

1 be more contradi€tory in their Nature, or in- 
vfiftent in their Operations, than an Atheift is 
th himfelf. He declares it his fectled Opimion 
at there is no Eternal Omnipotent Mind, the 
f-exiftent Caufe of Beings, and the Fountain 
all Motion in the Univerfe ; That therefore 
ere 1s no Supreme Governour of the Werld, 
ho has made Laws to conftitute the Duty of Man, 
r reftrain the Liberty he has by Nature to act ac- 
ording to his Inclinations, and that hence Man 
§ an unaccountable Being, and uncapable of con- 
tracting any Guilt: For where there is no Rule 
of Action, there can be no Deviation; where there 
is no Command, there can be no Difobedience. If 
the Atheift fays he has not an arbitrary and unlimi- 
ted Power over his Actions, fince he acknowledges 
he is bound to obferve the Laws of his Country, 
tis plain that Acknowledgment does not proceed 
from his Confcioufnefs of any moral Obligation 
to obey the Magiftrate ; for whence can he imagine 
any fuch Obligation can arife? If there be no Di- 
vine Legiflator, the Civil Magiftrate may make 
what Laws he pleafes ; but what fhall infufe any 
moral binding Force into thofe Commanis? "T's 
evident there 1s no Authority to animate thofe 
Precepts, that can affeét the Mind ; but the Atheift 
fubmits out of Fear of Diferace or Punifhment, 
and owes all his Obedience to the Jail and the 
Gibbet. 

Thefe are the Maxims and the Creed of the 
Atheift 5; and if we compare them with the Actions 
of his Life, nothing will appear more abfurd and 
inconfiftent. For Inftance: He is very induttrious, 
even to Biggottry, to protelite others to his Opi- 
gions 5 whichis very idle and unreafonable ; for 
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this is to act without an End, arid to propagate 
Profanenefs and Irreligion, only for the Sake of 
doing fo: What can any Man propofe to himfelf, 
in becoming an Apoftle of Athcifm, a Planter and 
Spreader of Impiety 2? Suppofe he could accom, 

ifh this Defign 5 that he could reform the World 
Froth all Senfe of Vertue, free Mén from the Pre« 
judices of Education, and extirpate from their 
Minds the Belief of a GOD: Suppofe he had 
convine’d them that their A&tions fhall never be 
brought before any Sovereign Tribunal, and that 
there is n@*futte State of Retribution, what 
has he dome but introducd Confufion among 
Men, by fetting them at Liberty from ail 
moral Obligation and Notions of Duty to each 
other 2. What has he atchiev’d, but arm’d each 
Man againit his Neighbour, and given to every 
one a Right to every Thing he can feize, and has 
Power todefend. ‘The Good this Anti-Evangelift 
has produc’d to his Difciples, is that he has 
elevated their Nature to the Dignity of Brute An‘- 
mals inthis Life,and plac’d them in the comfortable 
View ofroaming after Death in loofe Atomes, thro’ 
the infinite Void 5 or becoming, if colleéted, aWeed 
of the Field, or the Ingredients of a Pebble. 
Should the Atheift fpare his Pains, and let his 
Neighbour continue unconverted, tll he grew 
impenitent in Morality, and obdurate in Religion, 
what Harm can thofe Principles do him, while he 
entertains himfelf with agreeable Refle€tions on his 
Vertues here,and the delightful Expe@ation of Blifs 
hereafter ? Let it be fuppos’d, that thefe are meer 
imaginary Scenes of Pleafure, that have no Founda- 
tion to fupport them 5 yet itill they are Pleafures, 
and, as the Poffeffor fays,very great ones : And fince 
they cannot hurt or difquiet him in this Life, and 
at his Death his Being is extinguifl’d, when he 
cannot be confcious of his Error, nor “ee 








his Difappointment, tis invidious to endea- 
vour to difpegeds him of is Enjoyments. 


Whence it appears that the Atheitt takes a great 
deal of Satisfaétion away from the Minds of Men, 
and leaves nothing to recompence the Lofs. 

Nor is his Praétice lefs abiurd, while he takes 
sreat Care to enlighten others, and adorn their 
Minds by his.deas of Irrelugion, but denics thole 
Happy Inttrugtions to his deareft Relations. While 
be labours to cofvert others, fliguld he fhew 
no Juftice or Charity at Home ? Why the fo 
unnatural as to rob his Family of their Birth- 
right, and not acquaint them with that unbound- 
ed Power they all have over their own Actions ? 
That there is no Diftinétion of Good or Evil, no 
Divine Lawgiver, no Providence, no Judge, nor 
any Future State of Immortality, and theretore 
whatever Appetites and Paffions they indulg:, or 
whatever Actions they do, let them be ever fo e- 
normousor deteftable inthe Opinion of others, are 
in their own Nature tmnocent and inofftenfive. 
That they may reflect upon them without the leatt 
Shame and.Remorie, and have nothing to 
feir but the Magiftrate, and the idle Cen- 
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ciples, with the imaginary. Idea of a Deity, and 
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the avoundiefs Phantome of a future Life. 


Vhe Atheit equally contradiéts his Principles, 
by owning that Vertue can exiit without Religion. 


> 
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e recommends Juftice, Friendfhip, Gratitude and 

Generofitv, and applauds the Love of one’s 

Country, ‘and Goodwill to Mankind, and on the 

contrary condemns Injuttice, Oppreffion, Fraud, 

Breach of Faith and Ineratitude. 
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Pro;relt - 


G Thave hearda 
Atheift in a Rage call a Man a Villain, 
who indeed deferv’d that Name, but not from 
the Athe:it, who muft renounce his Principles, 
before he can fix a Name of Reproach upon the 
worft of Mens none according to his Scheme be- 
ang capable of Wickednefs, I have likewife been 
furpriz’d to hear a Man entirely Irreligious, re- 
proach another as Immoral and Unjuft ; I would 


fain know what Idea they form in their Minds of 


Immorality, who allow of no Divine Law or Na- 
tural Obligation. For by this, as is very evident, 
all Foundations of Diftinction between Good and 
Evil, Moral and Immoral, are utterly deftroy'd. 
Thus the Athcift in Speculation is the Reverfe 
to one in Practice. This confefles a Deity in his 
Words, and dentes him in his Lifes the other con- 
fefles a Deity by his AStions, and denies him in his 
Words. The practical Atheift is much worfe than 
bis Principles, and the Speculative much better. 
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One takes a great deal of Liberty, which his 
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Opimons do not allow 5 and the other does much 


good, which h » Principl 
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‘The Difruit and Terror \ lone hy Night. 
and the timorous Apprehenfions of Death, which 
have been remarkable in great Patrons and Promo. 
ters of Atheiim, cannot with euod Reafon be ac 
counted for from irreligious Maxims. No - 


can the fordid Avarice and Defire ef immmenfe Pof 
feffions, in purfuit of which fome orecat Leaders 
of the impious Sect deny ‘.cm{elves not only the 
Pleafures, but the Conveniences of Lift, unles 
they are procur’d ai another’s Cofk For thef 
Men fhoutd rather draw this Corclufion from 
their Premifls, fince Death will extinguifh af 
Delights and Enjoyments for ever, let us imvrove 
the prefent Hour, Let us eat and drink, for to pn 
row And this indeed 1s the Dedu@i- 
on, which the sreateit part draw from their Princie 
ples, and, act an Conformity te it. 

The veher. ent Defire of Efteem and Reputation, 
of being weil {poken of, and applauded for their 
Learning; Penetration, and fuperior Wit, and 
what 1s yet more abfurd, for their Vertue too, of 
which by theirDoStrines they are utterly un capable, 
confirms the ‘Truth of what I have aflerted. 

But what more than all demoenftrates the 
Atheif# to be inconfiitent with himlelf, is his Ea- 
gernefsto extend his Fame beyond the Grave, and 
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ave fhall ay. ; 
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to be mention’d with Honour after Death. Ler an 
Athert ask himi: f, Whether he is contented to be 
tran{mitted to Poiterity, under the Character of 2 
fenfelets ftupid Animal, a Man of no Honour or 
Probity, an infamous Lyar, a Traytor to his 
Prince, 2 Hater cf his Country, and, in fhort, a 
confummate Villain? It he is not willing to be 
thus reprefented afier Death, this Concern for his 
Pame and Credit, when his Nature is diffolw’d, and 
he, ashe believes, fhall be diipersd in commot 
Air, is by no Means .reconcileable to his i 
religious Maxims. 

Nor does he aét lefs in Contradi&ion 
his Opinions, in the Care he takes about the D 
cency of ‘his Interment, and a due Ri fpe&t to bi 
paid to his Dead Pody. I cannot think an Atheift 
would be unconcern’d, if he were <ffurd that, 
after his Death, his Body would be dragged naked 
through the Streets, and then ‘xpos'd to be eaten 
by Dovs, erlye rotting on a Dunghill. Mezentias 
is introduc’d by Mr! into bis Poem, under the 
Charagter of an Atherit, a Ce ntemner of the Gods, 
and a Derider of Religious Rites. When he was 
conquerd by Axes, and lay on the Ground, ex- 
pecting the Stroke of Death, he thus entreats him: 


« Enemy, this only I ask: Sutter my Bo- 
“¢ dy to be Rurted. Lamodious to my own ctr 
‘ 
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and fet me be laid in the fame Sepulchre 
‘ with my Son.” Had 


Vire:! form’d this Cha- 
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hed been a2 meniteft Error to have made him 1o 
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much concern’d abeut his Dead Kody, his Decent 


Funeral, and his lying inthe lame Tomb with 


Lauius 3 bur this Jud cious Writer cop d the Or- 
oimal it iS, ind n twhotin on it fhould bes 
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